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BACKGROUND THE PROBLEM

Policy-driven international research collaborations Indigenous epistemologies are rarely recognized
remain shaped by Western epistemic norms, within funding  criteria, authorship regimes, or
privileging global metrics and donor priorities while policy design. Oral traditions and ritual knowledge

marginalizing Indigenous knowledge systems. This remain excluded from legitimate knowledge
imbalance sustains epistemic hierarchies and production, reinforcing epistemic injustice and

undermines equitable partnerships. limiting equitable collaboration.

CASE EXAMPLES

Nigerian Indigenous Sabbatharianism: Ndishi (Atta-Nwambiri):

A Nigerian Christian movement that integrates An
indigenous religious logic, ritual, and healing systems
into Sabbath-keeping traditions, challenging binary
categories of Western vs. African Christian practice.

lgbo  moral-sanctioning  institution  often
misinterpreted as a male-dominant mechanism of

female subjugation, yet embedded within a broader

cosmology of leadership, accountability, and ethical
restraint.
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On Nigeria Indigenous Sabbatharianism, healing and animal sacrifice : ' 2 Source: Fieldwork representations: Atta-Nwambiri (2025, Al-assisted
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PATHWAYS TO REFORM

e Co-creation research methodologies e Inclusive funding and authorship criteria ® Recognition of oral and ritual knowledge
systems e South—South collaboration frameworks e Policy instruments for epistemic plurality

CONCLUSION
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