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forr-c. One felt U,nt iu using Lntin or Greek he iclcntificcl him
self with Latin oncl Greek ci\'iliznlion. In his own life nnd 
work he illust.rntcs his c·onception of lnl'manitas ns "the refining 
influence of literature nnd nrt." Yet he did not dwell in isolnli011 � 
he took his place nmong the ncti,•e workers of the world, nnd 
diffused for nnd wide the great lessons whic:h, in his own word:;:, 
·• ench 5:Uccessive gcncrnlion must learn from Ancient Grcccc-t.hnt 
which ran be tm1ght by her nlone." The permanent claims of' 
humnni::tic stud)' luwc been strengthened. in our time in n way that 
few perhaps cnn fittingly ,tpprN·inlc, by the lcnrning, the genius, 
nnd the noble public spirit of the fellow-worker who hns left us such 
nn in�piring cxnmple. Four lnmd.red years luwe passed since Erasmu$, 
in 1505, lirst visited Cnmbridge. In the long line of the great 
scholars since those first <lays of lhc RennisSEtncc, theie is no nobler 
nnmp than that of R ic·hru·d Jebb. I-le once instnnced, in ilh1strntion of 
the deepening inAuences of scholnrship on life, the famous story of 
how the dying English statesman quoted the words of Snrpedon 
t.o Glnucus t.o one who, seeing his condition, wished to defer the 
tn�k of the day, repenting the last word of the lines again and 
ag1iin-" foµ.01 "-kt 118 go foncard. Such a message now comes to 
us t'r9!11 0�1r depnrtcd friend-" fop,o, "-let 11s go fon_rnn;l. fli� 
:spirit is with us st�ll.' 
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Pindar,Conington's orVirgil, Lang's of Theocritus, Dion, nnd l\foschu11. 
Next after the two Catmn edition.s Jebb produced 1·•1ie ChartJ1:ler1 of 
Tl1rophnulllJ in 1870-a delightful \'Olume now difficult to procure 
- and it. hook of lmnslntions into Greek and Latin ,•ene of which 
i\lr. An.·hcr-llind is l\l present preparing a second edition. lu 1875 
he sut.."--'CC<lcd l'rof. Lushington as Professor of Greek in Gb::gow, 
n position which he maintnined with great success until he wa.., ap
pointed Hcgius Professor of Greek as successor to De11jamir. Hall 
Kennedy in 1889. Jlis chief works since his appointment in Glasgow 
hnxe been Altic Or11tor1 (1876), a Book of 'J'rmulatio,ll (1878) in 
l'ollnlx>rntion with Prof. Jackson (now ,Tebb's su<.'t.'CSSOr in the 
Cnmbridi;,rc Chair of Greek) and Mr. Curry, a Fellow of Trinity, 
Cnmbridge, .1.lf0<km Grerre (1880), Bentley in the Series of English 
1\lcu of Lclters (1882), lutrod11clio11 to Jlomtr (1886), Lecture, on 
t:i,wiml Grrek podry delivered in Baltimore, U.S.A. (189i), the 
monumental t.."(lition of Sophock., (1883-96), and Bacchylidu (1905). 

J�bb was known as a master of the art of ,·omposing in Greek and 
Latin before he won his way lo the tirst rank among iK>Ulltl an<l 
brilliant editors. His whole career has done much lo ,•indicate 
a highly artistic and scholarly accomplishment as an irwaluable 
adjunct to the equipment of an editor of classical texts. The same 
ex11uisite taste and sense of beauty which ga,·e him his primacy 
among composers made him also the sanest of cmcn<laton. In 
emending he was, perhaps, too cautious. Some of his conjectures, 
,1hich in his modesty he relegated to the notes, were worthy of 
a po,ition in the text in the opinion of many leamcd and wary 
t·rilit's. All his conjectures show n keen sense of style. His powers 
in this direction won for him a signal dislinclion-Lhc dedication 
to hi111 by l .ord Tcnn_y:,,1011 of his poem, 'Demeter and Persephone,' 
with 1\ t'llriously exquisite allnsion lo Jcbh's Pindn.ric OJc in honour 
of Bolognn a.ml her Ulli,·ersily :-

Fair thin� are slow to fade away, 
Uear witness you, that yesterday 

From out lhe ghost of l'indar in you 
Holl'tl an Olympian ; :md thf'ly i,ay 

That here the torpid mummy wheat· 
Of Egypt bore a g""in as 1weel 

As that which gilda the glebe of England, 
Suuu'd with 11 summer of milder hut. 

So may thia lt!!gend for awhile, 
If greeted by your cla..<u1ic smilf'l, 

Tho' dead in its Trinacri1m Euna, 
lll0!!9om again on a colder isle. 
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An equally great feat is his rendering in the measures of Pindar's 
fourth Pythian ode of Browning's Abt Vogl.er, which, at ll•ast lo the 
pre5enl writer, is certainly far clearer and more intclligil,le in the 
Greek than in the English. 

It will be interesting to quote Jebb's own "io·-' on the use of con� 
jecturc from the Introduction lo the Oedipu., Ht.r, p. I vii:-

The UJMI of conjecture i1 a question on which au editor must be prep:uC11 to 
meet with l11rgo differeucea of opinion, and must be content if the credit is 
conceded to him of having steadily acted lo the best of his juJgcrncnt. All 
1tu1lc11ta of Sophocle1 would probably .gree at le.a.st in thie, that Iii» texl is 0110 
in which conjectural emendation should be admitted only with the utmost 
c:e11tio11. His style ie uot seldom aimlogous lo Virgil in this re&1>cct, tlmtwheu his 
iustinct felt II phnuro to be truly anti finely cxpres.�ivc he Jon Lhc l0Rica.l a111,lysis 
of it to the discretion of grammMians then unborn. Such a style nu,y cnsily 
11rovoke tho hCA''Y hAml of prosaic eorrcction; and, if it rc11uircs sympathy to 
interpret aud defoncl it, it also requires, when it hM once lx.-en marred, 11 ,•cry 
tender and very temperate touch in any attempt to restore it. 'lllen in the 
lyric parta of hi• playa Sopbocles is cbaract�rized by toues of feeling 1u1d l>-'I.SSion 
'ffliich change with tbe most rapid sensibility-by boldness aud soumtimC8 con
fusion of metaphor-and by occasional indistinctnC88 of imagery, MS if tho 
figural.i,•e notion was 1uddeuly crosaed in his mind by the literal. 

AnoU1cr highly important duty of an editor lies in dcnfing with 
questions of intcrpolution. Jebb set his face agninsl the luu·king nnd 
slMhing of the Greek mastcrpit."CCS which is now so prcrnlcnl in 
Germany. On this subject he \\Tote judiciously and wilh a clmmc-
teristic touch of gentle humour in his Pre.face to the Ot'dipus Cvl-Onctt.t. 

It is allowed 011 all liands that our traditional texts of lite Allie dr:unntists 
hAve been interpolated here and there with some Alien ,•crses or parts of 
vet8C8. Hut there has been a tcudency in much of recent criticism to StiS[K�d., 
lo bracket, or lo expel venl85 ns s1mrious, 011 grounds "'hich arc oncu wholly 
inadequate, and are sometimes even absurd. Iu tl1is plRy upwarcls of uiu('ly 
Vl'.lnM!II llA\'C 1.>ceu thus suspected or cmulemncd by different critin1, without 
counting that part of tho last kommos (168'.)-l 747) iu which it. is cortaiu U1al Um 
text l11l8 been disturbed. [Jebb here gi'"cs a list of the supposed intcq>oiilliou� 
in the !Md. Col., and Mids): I know not whether it is too much to l1opo 
that 80ma reader of these pages will take the trouble to go thro11gl1 the a\11wo 
list of rejection& or 11uapicions, and to com1ider them in tl,e light of such ai1I a.� 
thi1 edition aeelu1 to offer to"·ards the ioterprelAtion of the pla)'• If 1u1y one 
will do that, he will form a fair idea of the manner in which a ccrtaiu school of 
criticism (chiefly German, but not without imitators clse"'hcrc) is dis1,oscd to 
deal with the t.exta of the Greek dramatists. Wheu au interpolation is 11ur111iM•tl 
or asaumed, it ia naually for one {or more) of tl1e following re:1SOnt1 :-{1) 
becauae IOtnething In the lan�age appears 11Lmnge; (2) because thl' ,·crse Sl.'(!11\� 
inconaittent with the immediate context, or with the character of the si)C,."\ker ; 
(3) becauM1 the verse 11ee.m11 inconsistent with something in auother p:nt of th-, 
play; (4) becanae it seem.1 we.ak or auperfluous. In dealing with the first l"lA...� 
of objection1-thoee from language-the grammarian i11 on Iii� own grountl. 
But the &econd, third, and fourth classes of ohjetlious de.rnand the l'xerci:-c of 
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.,thcr foc11ltie1-liternry taste, poetic fe('linf?, nccurntc perccvtioo of the nulhor·1 
meaning, inBij?hl into l1is style, symp.'lthy with liiit spirit, Cousi<lcr, for 
insL<lncc, 1'1·hy N1rnck suspcets two of the finest vcnics in a bc:lutiful pa.s,,,nge of 
this piny (GIO f.) :-

Enrth's strenf?lh 1lccay1, tho b0<ly's 1trcngth decnrs, 
Faith dies, distrust is born. 

lie 1\Seribes them to an interpolator been.use only the .!leeond is pertinent; the 
d..-cny of fnith is in point; but what ha,·o we to <lo with the 1lec11y of earth or of 
tho bc'wly? This i;i; not a whit worse tlum ,·ery many of the exam11les in tho 
nbO\·e list. Coult! Sopl1ocles come back nm! sec his text nfier all these mi:purgntors 
Iin,I Wt"(':lkl'1l their will, ho might l'clio the phrase of tl10 worthy Aclmr11in11, rui 
ho held up his rngged gnrment to the light-QI z,ii 1'10'"'"· 

This hnppy nllusion to n scene in Aristophnnes is nn example 
or thnt geutle nnd refined "iew or humour which in his ,:01wcrsntio11 
often chnrmetl his intimate friend:-, but which he was chnry of bring
ing into the light of public lifo. Ile did not t·Jdl on this fnculty 
in his fine nnd bcnutifully polished :-pccchcs in the House of Commons, 
\\ hich he entered ns member for his Uni\'crsity in 1901, the yciu· 
nil.er he ret·civcd the honom of Knighthood. Dut it sometimes 
nppcnrs in his writings. Ilerc is a chnrnclcristic pnssnge from 
llcntlr9, n model biogmphy :-

·1110 hull may be SCl'II, portrayed b)• the fancy of :1 m0tlcr11 Rrtist, in tho 
frontispiece of ( '11:1.rles Uoyle's ctlitio11 of the Leltors. 'll1e licatl of tl10 brazen 
animal iii uplifted, as if it wa9 bellowing; oue of the tyraut's app,uitors is lioldin� 
up the Iii! of a lar�e olJlong :iperture i11 tl1e bull's len flank; h,·o otheNJ 11ro 
htu1tli11g in ll wrelt'l1ed n,nn, who l1as alrc:ul)' 1li;,;111pcare1I :ill liut l1i,; lt•,ni. ·nu, 
two sen·;rnt,; ll'('ar the pet:uliar c,prc...,,ion of ctnmt�1u111l·c wl1il-h may he seen on 
Ilic f:ttl'8 or 11cn;o1111 1•11.i:11g1•1l iu pacl.:it1Je .. , l'lmlari" i� H'11lc1I on his tl1rouc 
ju"-l behiud tl1c l,1111, i11 n li0rl of undrc�s 1111ifor111, ll'ith n long rou11tl ruler for 
H·eplrr ia hi:, 1iµ-l1t 1111111\; firmm•:as aml mil1luc:-s :ire so hlc111lc1I in his aspect 
that 1t is i1111,01.1,ililc not to fl!cl iu tl1c 11re�c11ce of :1 �rent ar11l goo1I nrnn. On 
the left 1itlc of the throuc l\ Polouius is standiug a little i11 tlie background with 
n look or li1•cly c1lilicatior1 suhtluc1l by ,lcfcrcncc; nm\ in tl1e <lislnnco them iii 
11 1·icw of hills am! suug forruhouscs suggcstiug fair rents aml fixity of tc1rnrc. 

The work-. of JcLb nre ,·er_v widely known nml highly npprc,·inll'd 
011 lhe to11li11c11t. llis introcluclion lu Homer lms been trnn�lalcd 
i11lv Gcrrnnn. 11is last work, llm·d1.1;lidrs, is hy some rcgordctl us his 
maskrpic,·c. [t was happily completed before his dcnlh, due to 
nu uilmcnl coutmclcd i11 South Afric.t when he ,•isilcd llmt couutry 
in t·o1111nny "ilh lhe Brilish Association in the nulumn of H.105. 
IL is i1Hb;:d n worlliy coping-stone to the stnlely edifice of his life
work, nm! shows lliul combination of snnity of judgment nnd 
Lrillia1wy of execution "hich chnrnctcrizcs all hi:4 wrilings . 

. Jchh \\:L, 1111 honorary g-mclualc of Oxford, Dubli11, nnd the Scotlii-h 
t·11ivcr,,ili<.•:;i, nml <'11joycd similar ltonou� ,·onferred hy foreign insli-
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tutes. He wns one of the original fifty members of the British 
Acndcmy, and sat on its Cmmcil. He was honornry Professor of' 
Ancient History in the Uoyal Academy, nnd held t.hc recently in
stituted Order of I\forit. He became n l•'cllow of London in 1897, 
nnd in the snmc year President of the London Hellen it· Society; aud 
Trustee to the llritish Museum in 1903. Ile contributed lo v1.iriou8 
clnssical and literary magn.zines, and wrote several articles on classical 
subjects for Ute Emyclopaedia Brita11,iira (1875-88). l lc was nmrricd 
in 1874 to the widow of General Slemmer oflhc United St.ates Army. 
It is understood that Lady Jebb is engaged on n Memoir of her late 
husbnnd. 

R. Y. TYllHELL. 
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