The British Academy/Wolfson Fellowships
2022-23 Competition
PLEASE READ THESE SCHEME NOTES CAREFULLY
Any application that is incorrectly submitted will be ineligible for award

Aim of the Scheme
The fourth round of competition for the British Academy/Wolfson Fellowships continues a joint
initiative between the Wolfson Foundation and the British Academy to support the next generation
of research and engagement leaders in the humanities and social sciences.
These awards are designed to support early career researchers who show exceptional talent in both
research and public engagement, emphasising and demonstrating the importance of academic
research and creative thought at a time of rapid political and societal change.
The programme will provide early career academics with the most valuable commodity – time – by
releasing them from some of their administration and teaching duties to pursue their research,
along with funding for public engagement and travel. The award duration is three years.
Number of Awards and Strength of Competition
It is expected that six awards will be offered in this fourth call, and that they will continue to
participate with future cohorts building a network of outstanding researchers.
The third competition last year was extremely popular and attracted a high volume of applications
resulting in a success rate of under 10% (similar to British Academy Postdoctoral Fellowships and
Newton International Fellowships). We are expecting this fourth round of competition to be
popular again.
Responsibilities of Award-holders
Successful candidates will be selected on the basis of the quality and interest of the research project
proposed in the application, and on the expected contribution to be made to public understanding.
Award-holders are expected to play an active role engaging with a wide range of British Academy
award-holders, including other Wolfson Fellows, during the period they hold the award and will
gain access to British Academy support for events for both academic and public audiences.
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Financial Basis of the Scheme
The grant maximum is £130,000 across three years. Awards can be used flexibly: at least £90,000 for
time buy out, and up to £40,000 for research and travel expenses and dissemination of findings. The
funding is expected to be divided: first, to buy out time of day-to-day duties of the award-holder in
order to focus on their research goals. Secondly, for travel and public engagement across the three
years of the award to help with research costs and to undertake dissemination of the findings from
the Fellowship research locally, nationally and globally. The funding is not offered on the FEC
model and no institutional costs can be covered.
Timetable of the 2022-23 Competition
Competition Opens
Application Deadline
Decisions (notification via e-mail)
Earliest Start date

12pm 21st September 2022
5pm 30th November 2022
28th February 2023
Not earlier than 1st September 2023 and
not later than 1st January 2024

Eligibility

Eligible applicants must be resident in the United Kingdom, within 9 years of the award of
their doctorate, and have a permanent or fixed term post that covers the length of the
award (three years) at a UK university or other research institution including museums and
galleries. The eligibility window for this year’s round of competition has been extended to 9
years (from 7 years) for this round of competition, it is expected to be as a one off to allow
those that have had their careers disrupted and opportunities curtailed in the last two years
because of the COVID-19 pandemic to apply. The British Academy understands the
disruption that has been caused by the Covid-19 pandemic to those early in their careers,
who have had to move to teaching online and have had their research, publishing and
conference opportunities limited.
Applicants on part-time contracts are encouraged to apply as the scheme aims to be flexible
in offering support, including those who have taken maternity leave or have caring
responsibilities. Exemption from this criterion may be granted for reasons occurring after
the date of the viva voce examination such as: maternity leave, illness, family commitments
etc. The scheme encourages those working within Independent Research Organisations
(IRO) to apply. The applicant must have a track record of research achievement consistent
with the early career focus of the scheme, demonstrated through their previous academic
work and public engagement activity. They should also demonstrate the potential for
outstanding qualities of intellectual and academic leadership, especially through their track
record of willingness to connect, collaborate and network. They must have shown
exceptional talent and imagination in researching issues of global significance and be able
to demonstrate their ability to engage a broad audience, both in the lecture theatre and via
other modes of communication.
Applicants must have a mentor, either a Fellow of the British Academy (FBA) or another
academic, during the course of the Fellowship, championing their project and their candidacy, a
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mentor cannot be a referee. Applicants are responsible for contacting and obtaining the support of
a mentor prior to the submission of their application. Please note that the Academy does not
expect the mentor to be based in the same institution as the applicant. Their role is to give
academic support and guidance, not specific support within the institution at which the awardholder is employed. See the British Academy website for a list of Fellows:
Applications not completed correctly (including references) and on time will not be considered.

Host Institution
Applicants will be expected already to have a permanent or fixed term post at a UK university, IRO
or other research institution which can provide a suitable environment and support for applicants.
Applicants should have research, teaching and other related duties from which they would need to
be released in order to heighten their focus on the research and engagement supported through the
Fellowship. The British Academy welcomes applications from museums and galleries, including
those with Independent Research Organisation (IRO) status.
The Selection Process
Assessors expect to assess the research achievement of the proposed focus for the Fellowship, and
the quality of the public engagement activity to be undertaken during the award. They will look at
the applicant’s track record to date, bearing in mind the early career focus of the award, and at their
potential to be leaders in research and public engagement. They will expect to be satisfied about the
applicant’s record in collaboration and their commitment to participation during and beyond the
award.
There are no interviews prior to selection. All applicants will be notified of the outcome of the
application by the end of February 2023. The approving organisation will be asked to give its
consent before the award is confirmed.
The following page shows a flowchart diagram presenting the assessment process described above.
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Notes on the British Academy Flexi-Grant® Grants Management System.
Personal details: When registered in the British Academy Flexi-Grant® GMS, a user has the option
to add or update personal information such as contact details, log-in details (including email
address and password), interests, research and employment details, at any time. This does not form
part of the specific application form for any individual scheme but represents a personal record of
your account in the system. Please keep this information up to date.
Automatic log-out: You are strongly advised to save your work regularly to prevent accidental loss
of text. The Flexi-Grant website will automatically log people out if no activity is detected. It is
recommended that you work offline in a separate word processor and copy and paste completed
text online once complete.
Multiple sessions: Do not have multiple browser windows/tabs of your application open at the
same time as this may cause information to be lost. Only one user should edit an application at a
time.
Word limits: If you exceed the word limit, you will not be able to save the page you are working on.
Longer-length text should be completed separately and backed up in a word processor.
Plain text: If entering plain text, please avoid using symbols as some may not be accepted by the
Flexi-Grant: This includes the following symbols: < >
PDF documents: When uploading PDF documents, please add your name and a heading at the top
of every page to show what the document is (e.g. CV or list of publications). Please avoid uploading
documents containing illustrations with fine details or colour as this can cause problems when
creating a PDF of the application. Each PDF cannot exceed 3Mb in size.
Email addresses: It is essential that you ensure your email address is up to date and actively
monitored, or you may miss important notification emails.
Submission: You will not be able to submit your application until you have completed each section
in full. You should submit your application for approval by your host organisation at least five
working days before the closing date to allow for your host organisation’s administrative
procedures. You should also check whether your institution has its own internal deadlines. We
strongly advise that you contact your referee as early as possible to avoid any last-minute issues
before the submission deadline.
Application sharing: You can invite other contributors to join the application. All contributors must
be registered on the Flexi-Grant grants management system and mark their work as ‘Complete’
before you can submit your application – including the referee.
Application deletion: You can delete your application at any time although it is often a lot easier to
just re-edit your existing application. We will be able to recover a deleted application for a period of
seven days after deletion. After this, it will be permanently removed from the system.
Application returned for editing: The Organisation Approver can return your application to you
for further editing, but the original deadline remains in place.
Completing the application form
A full list of question fields to be completed as part of the application can be found in the table
below. It is essential that you create a PDF of your completed application by clicking ‘Print
application’ and check it thoroughly (including email addresses and uploaded PDF files) before
submitting it for approval by your host organisation.
*Indicates a required field.
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Completion of Application = word limits in bold/italics or underline (as per other scheme
guidance notes)
SUMMARY

Application summary page

NB When your application form is complete, the status for
each page on the application summary page will say:
‘Complete’. However, only AFTER all invited
contributors to your application have clicked the ‘Submit
my Contribution’ button will the ‘Submit for
Organisation Approval’ button appear.

PAGE 1: RESEARCH PROPOSAL
Subject area
Title of research proposal

Abstract

Proposed programme

Plan of action

Plans for publication and
dissemination

Please select the subject area from the drop-down menu
that is most relevant to this proposal.
In this field, please avoid using any unnecessary quotation
or other punctuation marks (e.g. do not use quotation
marks round the full title simply to indicate it is a title).
Consider the presentation by checking the ‘print
application’ option to ensure that the title appears as you
wish it to.
Please provide a short abstract summarising your
proposed research in terms suitable for an informed
general audience, not one specialised in your field. This is
a mandatory field and the limit is 150 words.
Please give a detailed description of the proposed research
and engagement programme, including methodology.
Applicants should be aware of the importance that
assessors place on the viability, specificity and originality
of the research and engagement programme and of its
achievability within the timescale, which should be
specified in the Plan of Action. The limit on this field is
2000 words.
Please indicate here a clear timetable for your research
programme – please keep in mind that it is expected that
there will be a balance between the conduct of new
research and the public engagement with the findings.
Part of the time may be devoted to planning and
preparation and individual events may necessarily be
more limited in timescale. Try to be as specific but realistic
as possible. Your chances of award will be affected by the
assessors’ perception of how viable and realistic this plan
is. The limit on this field is 800 words.
The aim of this award is to support research and
engagement and both aspects should be clearly addressed.
Please state in more detail in this field what plans you
have for publication or other dissemination of your
research, including potential publishers, journals,
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Project start/end date

Proposed mentor

Other participants/role of other
participants/added value of
collaboration

conferences etc that are appropriate for your research
subject. Please also note that public engagement activities
need not be solely restricted to the dissemination of
findings from the research conducted as part of the award,
but can, with appropriate justification, include broader
dissemination related to the research interests of the
applicant. The limit on this field is 500 words.
Please click the calendar button to select the start and end
date of the proposed research. Please note that the earliest
start date for awards in this round is 1 September 2023
and the latest start date is 1 January 2024.
Please provide the name of your proposed mentor and
their role at the institution.

Please list any other participants in the proposed research
and engagement activity. Please note that this is a
Fellowship award to an individual, and there is no role
therefore for a ‘Co-Applicant’.
Please explain the roles that the other participants are
going to play in the proposed research and engagement.
Please state briefly what you see as the added value of
collaboration over the proposed research and engagement.
Please explain briefly the project’s intended audience and
explain what impact it has already made or its potential
impact on the subject.

Significance and context

Ethical issues

Please provide any examples of how material from the
project, or scholarship derived from it, has permeated into
outlets such as student or school textbooks, books aimed
at a more general readership, or pieces in the media, or has
otherwise contributed to popular culture. Do you have
any plans for publishing more popular accounts of your
work, if none already exist? Is there material arising from
the project that might be appropriate for such treatment?
This is a mandatory field and the limit is 500 words.
It is not expected that any special ethical issues will arise
that are not already covered by relevant professional
Codes of Practice. The normal expectation, therefore, will
be that applicants should answer the pair of questions
‘Ethical approval obtained’, no and no.
If there are any special issues arising, but they have
already been cleared by approval from a relevant
authority, please answer yes and yes.
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Future collaborations

Benefits to the UK

Benefits – international context

Multidisciplinary proposal

If any special issues arise and approval has not yet been
obtained, please answer yes and no, and provide more
explanation under ‘Ethical approval (more information).
This latter field is optional and does not need to be
completed unless the answer to the earlier question is ‘yes
and no’.
Do you anticipate that the proposed engagement will form
the basis for future collaborative activity? If so, please give
brief details here. This is an optional field, and the limit is
550 words.
Is the proposed research and engagement activity likely to
meet national challenges facing the UK? If so, briefly
explain in what ways the UK more generally might
benefit. This is a mandatory field, the limit is 550 words.
Is the proposed engagement likely to meet international
challenges facing society? If so, briefly explain in what
ways the benefits more generally might be spread to other
countries. There is a 550 word limit.
If the proposed engagement is especially multidisciplinary
in its approach, please explain in more detail here. This is
an optional field.

PAGE 2: ELIGIBILITY
Eligibility criteria
Primary and secondary subjects
Time period, audiences, regional
interests

Employing organisation
Please be aware that it is your
responsibility to ensure that you
complete your application in
time for your employing
institution to process it and
provide their approval by their
closing date.

Please confirm that you meet the eligibility criteria as
stated on page two of these guidance notes. On this page
you will start to answer questions about your eligibility.
Your application must be relevant to the Humanities
and/or Social Sciences and you will need to select the
relevant subject areas and fields from the drop-down list.
These fields provide the opportunity to give further
indications of the relevance of your subject area. They are
optional fields.
Please enter the organisation at which you are employed.
The majority of appropriate establishments are registered
in the system. If your proposed organisation is not there,
please contact the institution’s research support services,
or equivalent, and ask them to provide the British
Academy’s Research Funding Office with the contact
details of an appropriate person in the organisation to act
as an approver.
All applications must be approved by the employing
organisation authorities e.g. research grants office, finance
department, etc. The approving department will receive
email notification once you have completed your
application and submitted it. They will be asked to
provide approval and then submit the application to the
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British Academy. It is strongly recommended that the
applicant maintains an open dialogue with the approving
department at the host institution as the British Academy
cannot be held responsible for emails being caught in
spam filters or not being received.
It is recommended that you allow at least five working
days for this process. Once they have checked your
application they will contact you if any changes are
required, please note if changes need to be made these will
have to be done before the deadline as they cannot be done
afterwards.
PAGE 3: LEAD APPLICANT DETAILS
Lead applicant contact details

Please take care to review and complete your personal
details accurately. Errors in this section can cause
difficulties in the processing of your application.

Nationality

Please state your nationality. Up to three choices may be
selected, of which the first is mandatory.

PAGE 4: LEAD APPLICANT CAREER SUMMARY

Statement of qualifications and
career

PhD confirmation, PhD awarded
date

Present appointment, employing
institution and present
department

Please give details of up to four relevant appointments
and qualifications, in particular the award of the PhD, in
reverse chronological order. A brief CV should be
uploaded as a PDF document in the later field ‘curriculum
vitae’.
Eligible applicants are expected to be within nine years
of the award of their doctorate (counted from the date of
the viva voce examination). Relevant consideration may
be given to career breaks and interruptions, but all
applicants should bear in mind the intention that these
awards are for early career researchers.
Please answer 'yes' if you have been awarded a PhD, and
'No' if you do not hold a PhD but have suitable equivalent
experience (and explain this in the personal statement
field). If you do not have a PhD, but are employed as a
permanent Lecturer etc. with not more than nine years’
previous academic experience, you are still eligible to
apply.
Please state the date of the viva voce examination in this
field.
Please give details of your current appointment.
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This field is optional, but may be used, for example, in
providing information regarding interruptions to an
academic career. The limit on this field is 150 words.
Personal statement

Other academic experience

Assessors will use any information provided in this
statement when considering the track record of an
applicant in terms of publication, academic age and stage
of career, one of the stated assessment criteria.
This award provides funding for both research and public
engagement, and applicants are expected to be able to
demonstrate a track record in both areas. Please use this
field to highlight relevant experience about your
professional career to date, including any teaching
experience, experience in organising conferences,
workshops and wiki-based discussions.
Please also highlight specifically within this field any of
your past and present academic experience that helps to
demonstrate your potential for leadership in research and
engagement.

Publications

Curriculum vitae

Previous support dates

Where did you hear of this
scheme?

This is a mandatory field and the limit is 500 words.
Please list principal publications to date in reverse
chronological order under publications. In the case of
planned, unpublished research, please give details of
planned publication dates, or explain why the research
has not yet been published. Assessors may take backlogs
of publication into account.
The curriculum vitae should be uploaded as a PDF file. It
should be kept brief and it will not be necessary to include
details of conferences attended or external examining.
An application will not be eligible for consideration if there
is a report outstanding on any previous research grant
awarded by the Academy to the applicant or any coapplicant. Failure to follow this guidance will result in
your application being withdrawn from this round of
competition.
Please give details of any research applications submitted
to the British Academy within the last five years. In the case
of a further application for continuing research which has
received previous Academy support, please note that a
full report and statement of expenditure for the previous
grant must be submitted before further funding can be
considered.
Please indicate where you heard about this scheme.
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PAGE 5: FINANCIAL DETAILS
Please provide details of funding for the proposed
engagement in the relevant fields.
Applicants should prepare accurate costings and explain
the funding requested.

Financial details/justification

Applications to other funding
bodies

Value of Academy’s support

The grant maximum is £130,000 across three years.
Awards can be used flexibly: at least £90,000 for time buy
out, and up to £40,000 for research and travel expenses
and dissemination of findings. The funding is expected to
be divided: first, to buy out time of the academic duties of
the award-holder in order to focus on their research goals.
Secondly, for travel and public engagement across the
three years of the award to help with research costs and to
undertake dissemination of the findings from the
Fellowship research locally, nationally and globally. The
funding is not offered on the FEC model, and no
institutional costs can be covered.
This is a mandatory section of the form.
Please do not use ‘£’ signs in the amount boxes.
Please state if any application has been made to any other
funding body or is planned to be made to any other
funding body, in connection with the proposed
engagement. Please include details of whether such a bid
has been successful or not, and an indication of timetables
to decision if bids have been planned or submitted but not
yet decided. This is an optional field and the limit is 750
words.
Please state briefly, in no more than 550 words, what the
value of the British Academy's support through this
award would mean to you.

PAGE 6: EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
Equal opportunities
The British Academy is
committed to its policy of Equal
Opportunity in the provision of
its grants and awards. Please help
us to monitor the effectiveness of
this policy by providing the

This page is not mandatory, however the Academy is
committed to supporting diversity in our funding and
would appreciate applicants completing the following
details to enable us to monitor and analyse how inclusive
our processes are. The information provided will be
treated as strictly confidential and will be used for
statistical purposed only. It will not be seen by those
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following information concerning
your age, gender, ethnic origin
and disabilities (if any).

involved in the selection process and no information will
be published or used in any way which allows any
individual to be identified.
This information will be kept separately from the rest of
your application and will not be seen by those involved
in making decisions in the selection process, including
referees etc.

PAGE 7: NOMINATED REFEREE

Referee

Applicants are required to nominate one referee and
ensure that the supporting statement from their chosen
referee is submitted on the British Academy GMS before
the deadline. Please note that the reference must be
received before you can formally submit the application
for approval, and you are strongly advised to ensure that
your referee submits the reference well in advance of the
formal applicant deadline for this round of competition,
which will be 5pm on 30 November 2022.
Please note this deadline is final.
Your referee *must not be the proposed mentor* but
should be someone who is familiar with your project and
able to comment on its significance and feasibility, and on
your abilities. The reference may be supplied by a scholar
based outside the UK if you wish. Your referee MUST be
drawn from outside your own employing institution.
Before listing your referee on your application form, you
should seek permission from them that they are happy to
provide this by the applicant deadline. It is essential that
you enter the correct email address for your referee
otherwise your referee will not receive the automated
messages delivered from the British Academy GMS.
The statement that the Referee is being asked to complete
is broken down into the following sections; Importance of
the research proposal; Ability; Feasibility; and
Engagement of Public Interest which each has a maximum
word limit of 500. The Referee is also asked to score each
of these sections on a range of 1 to 7 where the latter is the
highest and then provide an Overall Score. There is also
an ‘Overall Comments’ section which is optional and does
not have a word limit.
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An application cannot be considered for an award unless
the proposal and reference have been submitted on time.
The referee must submit their reference BEFORE the
applicant can submit their application. The ‘Submit’
button for the applicant will not appear until the referee
has clicked the ‘Submit my contribution’ button.
Please note that references must be provided through
the British Academy GMS, they cannot be provided as
an email attachment nor sent by post in hard copy.
PAGE 8: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT STATEMENT
The Head of Department should be the person who heads
the Department, Faculty, Institute or other unit in which
you are currently working and will be expected to
comment on the career development benefit to be gained
if the award is made.
Head of Department

Heads of Department and Referees must be invited to
contribute to your application via the Flexi-Grant system.
You can invite them under the ‘Contributors’ tab on your
application summary page. Once they have been invited,
they will receive an email notification with instructions on
how to contribute. There is a limit of 1500 words.
Please note that the Head of Department statement must
be received before you can formally submit the
application for approval, and you are strongly advised to
ensure that your HoD submits the statement well in
advance of the formal applicant deadline for this round of
competition, which will be 5pm on 30 November 2022.
Please note this deadline is final.
Please also note that an application cannot be submitted
until all required contributors have submitted their
contribution first.

THE ACADEMY WILL ONLY PROCESS COMPLETE, SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS.
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Submission of Application
Once you have submitted your application for approval by your employing organisation, automatic
emails will be sent to your employing organisation’s approver asking them to log on to the system.
You will not be able to edit your application after it has been submitted for approval. The
organisation approver will either: approve and submit your application, ‘send back’ your
application and contact you to request modifications or decline your application and contact you.
Please be aware that it is your responsibility to ensure that you complete your application in time
for your organisation to process it (including requesting changes) and provide their approval by the
closing date. It is recommended that you allow at least five working days for this process, but
please check with your institution as their internal timetables may require earlier submission.
If your employing organisation approver requests modifications through the British Academy GMS
email facility, they can unlock your application, allowing you to edit it. They can do this by
selecting ‘Return to Applicant’. An automatic e-mail will be sent to you alerting you of this fact.
Once you have completed and saved the requested changes, please re-submit your application for
approval by your organisation.
Once your organisation has approved your application and submitted it to the British Academy it
will not be possible to make any changes.
Please note that once the closing date has passed, organisation approvers cannot approve
applications and submit them to the British Academy and unapproved applications are removed
from consideration. Late applications will not be accepted.
It is recommended that you check that your application is submitted in time. To see the details of
the organisation approver and to check the status of your application, you should log into the
British Academy GMS and click on the link to the Application Portal where a summary of your
application will be displayed.
Outcome of Application
Once your application has been submitted and approved, you will not be contacted again by the
British Academy until the decisions have been made, and you will not be required to do anything
further in the GMS system. You can track the progress of your application by clicking on the link to
the Application Portal where a summary of your application will be displayed. Please note that the
eligibility stage is an internal process and you do not need to do anything for this. Whilst your
application is under consideration, the ‘Formal Offer’ status will read as ‘Decision Pending’. This
means that a final decision has not yet been made. Applicants will be notified of the outcome of
their application approximately three months after the closing date by email to the email contact
address given on their application form.
Applicants in any doubt about their eligibility or any other aspect of their application are advised to
contact the Research Funding Office at the Academy, where staff will be pleased to assist (contact
details of the Research Funding Office can be found on the following page).
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Code of Practice
The Academy has adopted a Code of Practice for assessing research applications, setting out the
principles of equity, integrity and confidentiality governing the treatment of all applications for
research support. Feedback is not a feature of this programme, and the Academy is, regretfully,
unable to enter into correspondence regarding the decisions of the awarding Committee, which are
governed by the Code of Practice. Submission of the signed application form constitutes the
applicant's agreement to all terms, conditions and notices contained in the Notes for Applicants.
Important Dates:
Deadline for applications including organisation approval: 5pm on 30 November 2022.
Results announced by email to address on application: before the end of February 2023.

The British Academy
Research Funding Office
10-11 Carlton House Terrace
London SW1Y 5AH
Email: grants@thebritishacademy.ac.uk
Notes valid for the 2022-23 BA/Wolfson Fellowship Competition.
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Terms & Conditions of Award
PART 1
1.
INTRODUCTION
1.1.

Part 1 of this Terms & Conditions of Award document sets out the standard terms and
conditions for all British Academy awards. Additional terms and conditions specific to the
British Academy/Wolfson Fellowship are outlined in Part 2.

1.2.

The Conditions of Award should be read in conjunction with the Award Letter, and the
British Academy’s Code of Practice, which together set out the terms and conditions of the
award. The Code of Practice is available on the British Academy’s website and may be
updated periodically.

1.3.

The Host Organisation must ensure that the Award Holder, others supported by the Award
and collaborators are made aware of their responsibilities and comply with these Conditions
of Award and the Award Letter. Failure to comply with these terms and conditions will lead
to termination of the Award and the British Academy reserves the right to recover the grant
monies in part or full. For further information, please see Section 12: Compliance.

2.

DEFINITIONS

2.1.

Award: the award of a British Academy/Wolfson Fellowship as specified in the Award
Letter.
Award Letter: the letter from the British Academy to the principal Award holder specifying
the value and tenure of the grant that has been awarded.
Award Holder(s): the person or persons to whom the British Academy/Wolfson Fellowship
has been awarded and who has responsibility for the intellectual leadership and undertaking
of the research.
Award Period: the period of the Award as set out in the Award Letter, commencing on the
start date confirmed by the Host Organisation in the manner indicated by the British
Academy.
Data: includes computational or curated data, and data that are produced by an experimental
or observational procedure.
Financial Statement: a form that must be completed by the Host Organisation and submitted
to the British Academy that sets out (i) the actual expenditure incurred by the Host
Organisation during the Award period on the Award, (ii) the total amount awarded by the
British Academy in respect of the Award, and (iii) any additional information that the British
Academy requests from the Host Organisation.
Host Organisation: the University, institution, research council or other body at which some
or all of the research funded by the award will be carried out or which employs the Award
Holder(s), and which takes responsibility for the management of the research project and the

2.2.
2.3.
2.4.
2.5.
2.6.

2.7.
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accountability of funds provided. (This is the organisation which approved the submission of
the application in the Flexigrant system)
2.8. Intellectual Property: includes all inventions, discoveries, materials, technologies, products,
data, algorithms, software, patents, databases, copyright and general knowledge
2.9. Report: a form on which the Host Organisation reports on the activities undertaken during
the award period that must be completed by the Award Holder and submitted to the British
Academy.
2.10. Research Misconduct: includes the fabrication, falsification, or plagiarism in proposing,
performing, or reviewing research or in reporting results, misrepresentation, mismanagement
or inadequate preservation of data and/or primary materials, making up data or results and
recording and reporting them, such that the research is not accurately represented in the
public research record.
2.11. The British Academy: the British Academy (a charity registered in England with number
233176)
3.

USE OF GRANT

3.1.

Unless otherwise stated, all awards must be held in a research active institution.

3.2.

The Award Holder and Host Organisation must ensure that the Award is used only for the
activities specified by the British Academy.

3.3.

The Award is to support the research project and related activities described in the
application and against which performance will be assessed. If it is proposed to vary the
project or programme in any significant way, prior approval must be sought from the British
Academy.

3.4.

The Award may be used only for eligible items as outlined in the scheme notes, and in
accordance with the activities originally requested in the application. If any exceptions have
been approved, they will be specified in the Award Letter.

3.5.

The Host Organisation must ensure that sufficient resources are provided to support the
activities described in the Award Letter. This includes adequate office and laboratory space
and access to essential equipment and facilities.

3.6.

Expenditure cannot be vired between budget headings without prior written permission from
the British Academy.

3.7.

Applicants must inform the British Academy of the outcomes of any other applications
relating to the project. In cases where simultaneous applications to the British Academy and
to another funding agency covering the same elements of a project are both successful, the
applicant should decide which of the two awards to accept. Only if there is no duplication of
expenditure under any of the budget heads, and no unnecessary inflation of a project, will an
applicant be permitted to retain both awards (subsequent requests to alter the plan of research
simply to allow the applicant to retain both awards are unlikely to be considered favourably).
There is no objection to the applicant holding awards both from the British Academy and
from another funding agency to cover separate elements of a project.

3.8.

Any items of equipment that may have been exceptionally agreed, and any research resources
purchased with the help of a British Academy grant, must be deposited on the expiry of the
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grant with an institution (usually the recipient’s home institution, or otherwise as agreed with
the British Academy). Such items do not become the personal property of the Award Holder.
4.

ACCEPTING THE OFFER AND PAYMENT

4.1.

The Host Organisation will be the financial administrator of the award.

4.2.

Awards are paid to the Host Organisation by electronic transfer (BACS).

4.3.

The timing of payment is at the British Academy’s discretion, but every effort will be made to
ensure that funds are released in good time. Please note that it may take up to 28 days for
payment transfer to be completed by the British Academy’s Finance Office. The Award
Holder must confirm acceptance of these conditions of award as part of the formal acceptance
in the Flexigrant system before the grant is released.

4.4.

Grants are cash-limited at the value stated in the Award Letter. There is no scope for
increasing the level of grant awarded.

4.5.

It is the responsibility of award holders to ensure that suitable arrangements have been
agreed with the Host Organisation and any other partner institutions, whether in the UK or
overseas, for the administration of the Award. This includes arrangements for the transfer of
funds, if applicable, before the award begins. The British Academy expects the funds to be
administered by institutions in accordance with their normal procedures for managing grant
income. The Host Organisation is responsible for accounting to the British Academy for the
use of the award.

5.

REPORTING AND ACCOUNTS

5.1.

The Award Holder must fulfil the financial and non-financial reporting requirements as set by
the British Academy. Failure to submit a report that has been deemed as satisfactory by the
British Academy can result in the Award being suspended or withdrawn.

5.2.

The Host Organisation must ensure proper financial management of the Award and
accountability for the use of public and charitable funds, and ensure that formal audit
standards and procedures exist for maintaining appropriate anti-fraud and corruption
controls in accordance with the Fraud Act (2006). Any fraud associated with the award must
be notified to the British Academy immediately.

5.3.

Recipients of awards are required to submit an itemised statement of expenditure, signed by
the responsible officer in the Host Organisation. If there is an underspend on the grant, the
unspent amount should be refunded to the British Academy. The report will be deemed
incomplete until the grant has been fully accounted for and any financial reconciliation made.

5.4.

Future applications for funding will not be considered unless a satisfactory report and
statement of expenditure for the previous grant have been submitted.

5.5.

At the end of all awards, Award Holders are required to submit a final report on the work
carried out with the aid of the British Academy grant. The final report must be submitted
within two months of the end of the Award on the prescribed report form via the Flexigrant
system.
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5.6.

For all awards lasting two or more years, Award Holders are required to submit an interim
report for each year on the work carried out with the aid of the British Academy grant, with
the exception of the final year. This interim report must be submitted on the prescribed report
form and will be reviewed by the British Academy; only after it has been deemed satisfactory
will funds for any subsequent years be issued. For the final year, the final report must be
submitted as described in 5.5.

5.7.

The Host Organisation must complete and return a reconciliation statement within 3 months
of the end date of the Award period. The completed final reconciliation statement received by
the British Academy represents the final statement of expenditure for the Award. The British
Academy is not obliged to make any further payments in respect of the Award once it has
received the final statement. The British Academy will reconcile the expenditure incurred
against payments made to ensure that any under spend on the Award is returned. Funding
cannot be vired between budget headings to cover the cost of an overspend, any overspend
must be met by the Host Organisation.

5.8.

In the case of independent scholars, who have administered the award personally, receipts for
single items over £100 must be provided. If there is an underspend on the grant, the unspent
amount should be refunded to the Academy. The report will be deemed incomplete until the
grant has been fully accounted for and any financial reconciliation made.

5.9.

The British Academy reserves the right to require the Host Organisation to complete and
submit a statement of expenditure for a financial year at any time during the course of the
Award, or to provide supplementary information in support of an interim or final statement
of expenditure.

5.10. In the event that the requested interim or final reports, or statements of expenditure are not
submitted, the Host Organisation’s staff or affiliated / visiting researchers will not be able to
apply or to be considered for British Academy funding until such reports or statement have
been received, and are deemed satisfactory, with any underspend returned.
5.11. If there are exceptional reasons that will prevent submission of the final report within the
period allowed, a written request may be made, before the due date passes, for the
submission period to be extended.
5.12. All payments may be recovered if the statement is not received within 6 months of the end of
the Award.
6.

VARIATION AND TERMINATION

6.1.

The British Academy reserves the right to amend these Conditions of Award, its Code of
Practice, and any terms and conditions in the Award Letter. Any changes to the Conditions of
Award or Award Letter will be notified to the Award Holder in writing, and any changes to
the Code of Practice will be notified on the British Academy’s website.

6.2.

Work must commence on the start date as specified in the application and confirmed with the
offer of award. Formal approval will be required if it is proposed to defer the start date which
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must still be within the start period stated in the Scheme Notes. The British Academy should
be notified of any delay.
6.3.

Under exceptional circumstances, no-cost extensions may be requested. Extensions must be
requested before the due end date of the Award, giving sufficient reason for the request.
Requests for no-cost extensions received after the due end date of the Award will not be
considered. If an extension is approved, the final report should be submitted as soon as the
British Academy-funded phase of research is completed, within the agreed timescale.

6.4.

The Award Holder or the Host Organisation must inform the British Academy without delay
of any change to the status of the Award Holder, Co-applicant, or the Host Organisation that
might affect their ability to comply with these Conditions of Award. This includes contracts of
employment which must continue at least for the duration of the Award or any cessation and
event or circumstance that is likely to affect the overall delivery of the Award.

6.5.

The Award Holder must inform the British Academy as soon as practicable of any significant
divergence from the original aims and directions of the research project that is being funded
by the Award, or any cessation and event or circumstance that is likely to affect the overall
delivery of the project.

6.6.

The British Academy reserves the right to terminate or suspend the Award at any time,
subject to reasonable notice (normally 3 months). In the event that the British Academy’s
public funding is reduced or withdrawn by UK Government or if the British Academy should
enter into administration, the British Academy reserves the right to terminate any awards
with no liability for any further Fellowship or Award payments. The Host Organisation will
fully indemnify the British Academy in respect of any claims brought against the British
Academy in this regard.

7.

PUBLICATIONS

7.1.

Due acknowledgement of support received from the British Academy and the Wolfson
Foundation should be made in any publication resulting from the research, whether an article,
a book, or any other form of output. One copy of any book should be sent to the British
Academy, where it will be catalogued, and placed in the British Academy’s Library. The
Award Holder is required to provide the British Academy with full bibliographical
information on any other published outputs resulting from the award.

7.2.

The Award Holder is expected to follow acknowledged good practice when publishing the
results of their research as detailed in guidelines issued by, for example, the Committee on
Publication Ethics, the Council of Science Editors and the ARRIVE guidelines.

8.

OTHER DISSEMINATION

8.1.

For projects whose primary purpose, or significant product, is the creation of a digital
resource, data created as a result of the research, together with documentation, should be
offered for deposit in an appropriately accessible repository within a reasonable time after the
completion of the project.

8.2.

In cases where the principal output from the project is the creation of a digital resource,
applicants should be aware that details of the project, and contact details of the principal
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applicant, may be passed to the relevant national Data Services providers for evaluation or
contact purposes.
8.3.

The Award Holder is required to notify the British Academy of any impact resulting from
their research. Impact can mean making a significant contribution to an academic field and/or
to policy and practice decision-making. This could be an impact in economic terms, affecting
the profits of firms or the revenue of government, or in terms of having an impact on less
quantifiable areas such as the environment, public health or quality of life.

8.4.

The Award Holder must make all reasonable efforts, if so invited, to respond to requests for
information or to attend events or activities organised by the British Academy concerning the
research undertaken. Such events may be held after a grant has ended.

8.5.

The Host Organisation must ensure that it obtains the prior approval of the British Academy
on any press statements associated with the Award.

8.6.

Due acknowledgement of support received from the British Academy should be made in any
form of media communication, including media appearances, press releases and conferences.
The contents of any press releases or announcements associated with the Award should be
agreed by the British Academy first to ensure they comply with any current publicity
requirements (including any branding guidelines).

9.

RESEARCH ETHICS, POLICIES, AND LEGAL

9.1.

The British Academy will not become an employer of the Award Holder or any other third
party as a result of the provision of this Award. In all cases where support is provided by the
Award for the employment of staff, the Host Organisation must issue a contract of
employment which is in compliance with relevant laws and regulations.

9.2.

The Award Holder and Host Organisation must ensure that the Award is managed in a way
which is compliant with the terms of the (UK) Equality Act 2010.

9.3.

The British Academy requires the research it funds to be conducted in an ethical and legal
manner. The Host Organisation is responsible for ensuring that ethical issues relating to the
research project are identified and brought to the attention of the relevant approval or
regulatory body. Ethical approval to undertake the research must be granted by the relevant
authority before any work requiring approval begins. Research undertaken outside the UK
must have both UK and respective country ethical approvals. The Host Organisation must
ensure that all legal requirements related to the research are met.

9.4.

The Host Organisation should meet the requirements of the Concordat to Support Research
Integrity (2012) and subsequent amendments and must have in place formal procedures for
governing good research practice and for handling and reporting allegations of fraud or
research misconduct.

9.5.

The Host Organisation is expected to adopt the principles, standards and good practice for the
management of research staff set out in the Concordat to Support the Career Development of
Researchers (2008) and subsequent amendments. Research staff should be appointed on terms
that are no less favourable than those of comparable posts in the Host Organisation.
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9.6.

The Host Organisation is responsible for ensuring that a safe working environment is
provided for all individuals associated with a research project, and must meet all regulatory
and legislative requirements as recommended by the Health and Safety Executive, and will
include appropriate care where researchers are working off-site.

9.7.

It is the responsibility of the Host Organisation and Award Holder to ensure that appropriate
insurance is obtained for any individual employed on the Award, including students, who
intend to undertake Overseas Travel, Fieldwork, Secondments or Sabbaticals during the
Award period.

9.8.

The Award Holder is expected to comply with the Host Organisation guidelines on overseas
travel and safety in fieldwork, particularly for high risk countries. The British Academy will
not be held liable for the health, safety and security of award holders or individuals employed
on an award.

9.9.

The Host Organisation and the Award Holder must ensure that research involving the use of
animals falls within the regulations laid down in the UK Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act
1986 and subsequent amendments. Any element of research funded by the Award that is
conducted outside the UK must, as a minimum standard, be conducted in accordance with
the principles of UK legislation.

9.10. In the case of research involving the use of animals, the Award Holder must inform the
British Academy that animals will be used in the research and provide the following details,
the number of animals, the species and procedures involving animals. The Award Holder
must also inform the British Academy as soon as possible of any significant increase to the
number of animals used or a change in the species from that which was originally supported
by the Award.
9.11. The British Academy endorses the principle of the NC3Rs (replace, refine and reduce) which
means that every effort must be made to replace the use of live animals with non-animal
alternatives; to reduce the number of animals used in research; and refine procedures so that
the degree of suffering for animals is kept to an absolute minimum.
9.12. The British Academy accepts no responsibility for costs or liabilities arising from the research
funded by the Award, other than those set out in these Conditions of Award, or otherwise
agreed in writing.
9.13. The Host Organisation, any Award Holder or any other person working on the Award
(including but not limited to employees, students, visiting fellows and subcontractors) will
indemnify the British Academy against any claims for compensation or against any other
claims (whether under any statute or regulation or at common law) for which the Host
Organisation may be liable as an employer or otherwise or for which any other person
working on the Award may be liable.
9.14. These Conditions of Award will be governed by the laws of England and Wales. All matters
relating to the terms and conditions will be subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of
England and Wales.
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9.15. If any provision of these terms and conditions is found by a court or other legitimate body to
be illegal, invalid or unreasonable, it will not affect the remaining terms and conditions which
will continue in force.
10.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

10.1. Unless stated otherwise, the ownership of British Academy-funded intellectual property (IP),
and responsibility for its identification, protection, management and exploitation, rests with
the Host Organisation.
10.2. It is the responsibility of the Host Organisation, and all engaged in the research, to make
every effort to ensure that any potentially valuable results obtained in the course of the
research are exploited, whether protected by IP rights or not, and used to the benefit of society
and the economy.
10.3. Where the Award is associated with more than one research organisation and/or project
partner, a formal collaborative agreement must be established, which sets out the
contributions and ownership rights of the organisations and individuals involved with
regards to intellectual property and exploitation. It is the responsibility of the Host
Organisation to put such an agreement in place before the Award commences. The terms of
the collaborative agreement must not conflict with the British Academy’s Conditions of
Award.
10.4. The collaborative agreement must set out that the Host Organisation(s) is not restricted in its
future research capability, that all applications of the intellectual property are developed in a
timely manner and that the substantive results of the research are published within an agreed
and reasonable period.
11.

DATA PROTECTION

11.1. The British Academy is compliant with the GDPR and adheres to the principles of the Data
Protection Act 2018.
11.2. The British Academy is committed to protecting and storing securely any personal and
sensitive data held. Applicants should be aware that the information they provide on the
application form and, if successful, in subsequent reports will be used by the British Academy
for processing the application, making any consequential award, for the payment, monitoring
and review of the award, and for general British Academy business. This information may be
shared with relevant funding partners, including but not limited to the Department for
Business, Innovation and Skills, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, and the Department
for International Development.
11.3. Information will also be shared with relevant officers in the Host Organisation for the
application and award procedures to be followed.
11.4. Details of award holders (including name, institution, project details and amount of award)
will be used to compile published lists of award holders which will be made available on the
Internet, and to produce statistical and historical information on British Academy awards.
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11.5. Queries submitted under the terms of the GDPR about the processing of personal data should
be addressed to the British Academy's Data Protection Officer at DPO@britac.ac.uk.
Submitting the online application form constitutes the applicant's agreement to all terms,
conditions, and notices contained in the Scheme Notes.
11.6. You also have the right to make a complaint to the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO),
the UK supervisory authority for data protection issues, at any time. The ICO’s contact details
are as follows:
Information Commissioner’s Office
Wycliffe House
Water Lane
Wilmslow
Cheshire
SK9 5AF
Telephone: 0303 123 1113 (local rate) or 01625 545 745
11.7. Application forms will be retained for ten years in the case of successful applications, and five
years in the case of unsuccessful applications, and may be consulted by the British Academy
in the event of future applications being submitted.
12.

COMPLIANCE

12.1. The British Academy reserves the right upon reasonable notice to inspect the award at any
time and to require further information to be supplied as seen fit. Such further information
may include but is not limited to financial records and financial procedures associated with
the Award, or to appoint any other body or individual for the purpose of such inspection.
12.2. Persistent failure to comply with the conditions of award will result in the British Academy
writing to the Vice-Chancellor or equivalent senior official of the Host Organisation and lead
to the possibility of sanctions.
12.3. The sanction for non-compliance with the conditions of award is penalty-listing: that is, to
disbar, sine die, the scholar concerned from applying to the British Academy under any of its
grant-giving schemes; and to disbar, for a period of two years, all members of that institution
from applying to the British Academy under any of its grant-giving schemes.
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PART 2
SCHEME SPECIFIC CONDITIONS
British Academy/Wolfson Fellowship
The Academy will confer upon the successful applicant the title of British Academy/Wolfson Fellow.
The Fellowship is made to support the programme of research and engagement activity described
in the application. It is unlikely that the Academy will agree to any significant variation of the
proposed programme after an award has been made, and if it is proposed to make any such
variation it is essential that prior approval is sought from the British Academy.
The Fellowship is expected to be held for a period of three years, from a starting date, to be agreed
between the Academy, the award-holder and the host institution, not earlier than 1st September
2023 and not later than 1st January 2024. No award is renewable, but Fellows when they become
alumni of the scheme are expected to continue to collaborate and network with subsequent awardholders.
Award-holders will be required to give an undertaking that they will devote themselves to the
research and activity that the Academy will sponsor under this programme, including attendance
at an induction event to be held at the British Academy premises in London.
The Fellowship is personal to the award-holder. It is not transferrable to another colleague in the
same or alternate department of the employing institution. Requests for transfer to another
employing institution during the award will be considered on a case-by-case basis by the
Academy and may be agreed when the award-holder takes up a new post.
The Academy requires all activity that it funds to be conducted in an ethical manner. The
employing institution is responsible for ensuring that any ethical issues relating to the proposed
engagement are identified and brought to the attention of the relevant approval or regulatory
body. Ethical approval must be granted by the relevant authority before any activity requiring
approval begins.
USE OF GRANT
Grants may be used only for items eligible under the scheme, and in accordance with the type of
items originally requested in the application. The items for which these grants may be used are set
out in Table 1. If any exceptions have been approved, they will be specified in the letter of award.
Expenditure may be vired between budget heads, within reason. Small adjustments may be made
without recourse to the Academy, but if any significant adjustment to the proposed expenditure is
envisaged, prior permission should be sought from the Academy.
Applicants must inform the Academy of the outcomes of any other applications relating to the
project. There is no objection to the applicant holding awards both from the Academy and from
another funding agency to cover separate elements of the proposed engagement.
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PAYMENT OF GRANT
Awards are paid to the award holder’s relevant institution. Payment will be made by electronic
transfer (BACS) quarterly in advance. The first payment will be scheduled so far as possible to
coincide with the start of the award. The timing of payment is at the Academy’s discretion, but
every effort will be made to ensure that funds are released in good time. Please note that it may
take up to 28 days for the initial payment transfer to be completed by the Academy’s Finance
Office.
It is the responsibility of award holders to ensure that suitable arrangements have been agreed
with the relevant institution for the administration of their award before activity begins. The
Academy expects the funds to be administered by institutions in accordance with their normal
procedures for managing grant income.
Please note that the institution is responsible for accounting to the Academy for the use of the
award, in all circumstances including the relocation of the principal investigator, in accordance
with the Academy's rules on eligible expenditure set out in Table 1 below. Where the award is
transferred to another institution, these provisions also apply. (Please note, this programme is not
included in the FEC regime, and therefore some items of expenditure such as estates and indirect
costs are not payable.) Grants are cash-limited at the value stated in the letter of award. There is no
scope for increasing the level of grant awarded.
USE OF LOGOS
All awards are expected to make due reference to the support of the British Academy and the
Wolfson Foundation through this programme. The logos of the British Academy and of the Wolfson
Foundation should be present on the website, relevant promotional and printed materials,
webpages and other materials – the Academy will supply appropriate versions.
REPORTS AND ACCOUNTS
Reports Award holders are required to submit an interim report each year on the anniversary of
the start date on all research and activity carried out in relation to the award during the year.
Further payments will not be released if an interim report is overdue. A final report will also be
required within three months of the end date of the award which should provide an account of the
full range of outcomes, actual and planned, from the award, including plans for future
collaboration.
Accounts An itemised statement of expenditure should be provided by the award-holder’s
employing institution at the same time as the interim report. Unspent funds at the end of each
interim year may be rolled over to the following year provided a reasonable justification for this is
provided. A final statement of expenditure must be submitted as part of the final report form. The
report will be deemed incomplete until the grant has been fully accounted for and any financial
reconciliation made. Any remaining unspent funds at the end of the award must be returned to
the British Academy.
OTHER DISSEMINATION
Due acknowledgement of the support received from the British Academy and the Wolfson
Foundation should be made in any form of media communication, including media appearances,
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press releases and conference literature. Please contact the Academy Press Office for approval for
any press releases.
The award-holder is also asked to notify the Academy of any anticipated public activity related to
this award when it is planned. By impact we mean making a significant contribution to an
academic field and/or to policy and practice decision-making. This could be an impact in
economic terms, affecting the profits of firms or the revenue of government, or in terms of having
an impact on less quantifiable areas such as the environment, public health or quality of life.
COMPLIANCE
Persistent failure to comply with the conditions of award will result in the Academy writing to the
Vice-Chancellor of the scholar’s institution, and lead to the possibility of sanctions.
The sanction for non-compliance with the conditions of award is penalty-listing: that is, to disbar,
sine die, the scholar concerned from applying to the Academy under any of its grant-giving
schemes; and to disbar, for a period of two years, all members of that institution from applying to
the Academy under any of its grant-giving schemes. In cases of grants awarded those who have
left academic life without complying with the conditions of award, the sanction is to disbar, sine
die, the individual from applying to the Academy under any of its grant-giving schemes.
ACCEPTANCE OF CONDITIONS OF AWARD
The award holder must confirm acceptance of these conditions of award as part of the acceptance
before the grant is released. The Academy may at its discretion, terminate any award, and all
obligations in respect of that award shall thereafter cease.
Table 1: Items eligible for funding through the BA/Wolfson Fellowship

Item

Time buy-out for the award-holder (at least £90,000 of the full award)
Travel for research and dissemination purposes (up to £40,000 of the full award)
Travel for invited speakers to engagement activities
Costs relevant to staging engagement activities, including room hire, catering, AV etc
Clerical or administrative support to enable engagement activity to take place
Analysis and preparation of feedback forms on engagement activities
Fee for guest of honour or keynote speaker
The costs associated with online dissemination of information, including the
development of podcasts, audio and/or visual recording of events, costs associated with
the analysis of feedback from participants and preparation of suitable reports on
activities
Computer hardware, including laptops, electronic notebooks, digital cameras etc.
The preparation of camera-ready copy, copy-editing, proof-reading, indexing, or any
other editorial task
Subventions for direct production costs (printing, binding, distribution, marketing etc.)
Costs of publication in electronic media
Institutional overheads

Y/N









X
X
X
X
X
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