Preface

THE ESSAYS WHICH COMPOSE this volume were, with the exception of
the Introduction, papers originally given at the Symposium on Alex-
ander Pope: World and Word, held at the British Academy in May
1994, to mark the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary of Pope’s death.
Each paper has since been supplemented and revised.

While one reason for the Introduction is, naturally, to introduce the
essays which follow, it seemed useful also to survey the work on Pope
which had been published during the last twenty-five years, since G. S.
Rousseau produced a similar survey as the Introduction to Alexander
Pope, which Peter Dixon edited for the Writers and Their Background
Series in 1972. Like G. S. Rousseau’s review, mine does not pretend to
mention every book and article on Pope which has appeared during a
quarter of a century. It claims only to sketch the salient features of
a fertile and various terrain.

Acknowledgements are due, in the United Kingdom, to the British
Academy for helping to make the 1994 Pope Symposium such a suc-
cessful and enjoyable occasion. I am grateful also to Dr. [ain G. Brown,
Professor H. T. Dickinson, Dr. David Husain, Dr. D. K. Money and
Dr. Kevin van Anglen for their kind information and advice. I acknow-
ledge the assistance of the British Library; the Bodleian Library,
Oxford; Cambridge University Library; the National Library of Scot-
land; the Library of the Society of Antiquaries; the Trustees of the
Chatsworth Settlement; Chetham’s Library, Manchester; Durham Uni-
versity Library; the Hertford County Record Office; the Lambeth
Palace Library; the Leeds University Library (Brotherton Collection);
the Wren Library, Trinity College, Cambridge; and the Library of
Worcester College, Oxford, in helping me locate and often in sending
me copies of poems on the Treaty of Utrecht. Acknowledgement is
gratefully made for similar assistance from the following libraries in
the United States of America: the Beinecke Library, Yale University;
the Folger Library; the Harry Ranson Humanities Research Center
at the University of Texas at Austin; the Lilly Library, Indiana Univer-




X PREFACE

sity; the Houghton Library, Harvard University; the Huntington
Library, San Marino, California; and the Newberry Library, Chicago.

I am grateful to Chadwyck-Healey Ltd. for assisting me in making
various searches in its English Poetry Data Base, and to Mr. Ian Baker
for compiling the Index.
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