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I sonocur in the view that no money ¢sn, in
existing olroumstances, ve given $o the British Acsdeny.
But, as I 4o not concur in the views expresved in the

Pressury Memorandum 0 whioh both the Chanmceller of the

Inhlmr and 8ir George Hurray ¥ofer me, it may be
huubu te axprese uz«w ny armnd- of digaent,

The Isumnhn inefdentelly takes objectlon $o
the mode in which the Acsdemy L& reoraited, No dubt there
are ob.‘,eotuul_io oe-optntiom It may, for siunic. offor
tenptation %o jobbery; although Wheu, as in She case of
the Acsfeny, the only privilege soquired by en uaworthy
membor sppears o be that of paying ton gmimess entrance
foe and a three guinea m]._‘ subseription, the virtue |

‘of the ordinary eitlsen cught not to prove unequal to the

strsin, However this mey be, co-optation 1s the eystem

of election oomsonly sdopted by other learmed Sosieties;

ﬂ oertainly seeme hottor either than universal uffrage,
nomination by the Pires Lord of the Zreasury, or even Givil
!orvhe Bxeminetion; and the Acadenmy do not lose any

© elaim thc: nay pomu to pnbna guppert by :on-m the

genoral exsmple.

The fundamental error, however, of the mnuu~
wttuulumtm it veeme to be taken for
granted that an Acsdemy dealing with & whole gioup of
gabjectes is not required beouuse those subjects are
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ised Booietiee, Zhie im, I think, & mperficial view
of the gase, If it constitutes sn objection to the
Academy, 1t ie an objection b least eqully velid agein
the Royel Sooiety. There is, 8o far as I know, no

portant branoh of soiemtific etuly which has not at 1



one 3oclety - In some csses more than one Society -
specially devoted to its furtherance, The Mathematiosl,
Chemieal, Geographical, Geologleal, Botanioal, Astrono-
mioal, Entemologiosl, and Physical Bosleties will at onse
ccour to every one, HNor are these insignificant Cors
porations without solentific etatus. On the contrary,
they carry on e great and necessary work, which the Royel
Scoiety (o which their most ﬂlunnlmd membere also
belong) eould ecercely perform unsseisted, although
etrietly within its ephere.

The overlapping, therefore, of which compyeint

is mede, is Ilnevitable both in the case of the Roysl
loﬂdy and the dcadeny. Hor fe it, on the balance, to

be regretted, If there were but one Bociety oocupied with
natural science, the organisation would be insufficient
for the work to be performed., If we had nothing but o

‘eollection of Bocletlies, each ocoupied with & spesial
solentific subjeet, there would be no vco-omination and

no ccmmon méeting-ground for men of sclence. Bither of

‘theee slternstives is open to grester objeetion than the

existing syetem; and the icsdemy represente an effort
te spply that systenm to the solences with which the Royal

Soaiety ie unwilling to deals

An sbtompt 1o made in the Memorandum to shew thet
the Royal Scoiety 1s more worthy tham the scsdeny of
m support becsuse "the objects whisch seience has in
view m prastical™s 1 nuplt that, in the main, the
Royel .,_nuu; (es we know it) Lo oceupled with the dige

| eovery of the laws of "'“'-‘! ot with their ubtlstarien
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I sannot wholly igru. It ie true, no 4oubt, -fhat Aritish
Govermmentes 40 not greatly concern thomselves with these
matters, and I am quite ready to believe that the Tressury,
as &t present constituted, is thoroughly competent to make
o comparigon of the relative importance of such under-
takings as the publicet lon of Lelibnits's worke and the
eupport of an irchasologioal Sohool at Eeme - to take
two of the instances mentioned in the Memorandum. But
these conditione may not ho eternaly M. ehould they
- eease, it may prove as @um to the Govermment to be
able o consult & body nmmtu & large group of
studles, but bound exclusively to none, &s to_ pursue the
present more haphagard prectice. In other worde, they
may put the Assdeny bo the seme Kind of use tis$, in
_e’cﬂqln.otro'mt.moa_. they put the Hoyal Soclety.
| The writer sppears to be of opinion (gee the
. Tressury Mimute No.6242) that the icsdeny hos arisen out
i c:r an 'tttupt to tnntplmt the nonnh Institute to an
/ - alien soll™, Unleu I em greatly misteken, thim is a
um m-ruuu of the facte.
£ o The udm representa sn cnuwou to o for
/' other bramhes of learning what the Royal Soolety has mo
J.lunurau: done for Physicel Selemce, snd which it wes
originally lncnlu to do for the Sciences in generels
/17 | uet the Reys) Seolety fe1t 14self able %o carsy cut the
| " |l testgn of 16s tounters, no Assdemy would have been mesded.
U7 ]\ 16 asetaed, nowsver, to restrict ite scbivities to the
: J flelas whion 1t hed in pmtm ouitivated, ant to leave
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ite model, but in the Royel Soolety. It represents no
attempt to cerry out what the writer of the Nimute aee-
eribee se the imposeidle task of "grafting rnnin;muxty
end logie sn to Euglish publio 11fe", but anly en effort
to copy in other regione of learning a Scelety of purely
luu_lh growth, which has & longer history than -'t_ur ﬁt{/
of the five bramshes of the Frenoh Institute, and & mf o
glorious history then any, i
hrmu:. I have aws bean ammm mthu'

em Aosdemy will be able, even with the lapse of tm. to |

gonguer & poﬂum a8t all resembling that m..ﬁlll”
held by the Royal Soolety, But that, if this should happen
it would be & great netlonal sdvantege, I have mo doubt
at all, s I shell therefove 1like to see it iina all

‘due encouragement. In the meanwhile, however, it seems

%0 me clear that i£ we have any money to expend upon
Boience end lLearning, 1t 18 more required by swoh
Inetitutions ae the Nutural Phyeiesl Laborstory even
than by the Academy. .
1 therefore coneur in the refusal meh it s

~ proposed to give to their request,

(Xntde) Ae o Be

April 7th, 1904





