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LS BRITISH ACADEA.

he "British Aoadeny™ comos Back to ber for a
snnt. muc that 1te ﬁmr qmuutun vas mt folly

nnu“ and indeed vas . inntu in s *“flippant " manner.

The Memorands on 6242/08 shew that that spplication was
esrefully consldered on its worits, and rejected because mo
onge had been made out for allowing thie ooterle of 1liter-
aﬁ gentlemeon to bosome an addit lonal burden on the o
taxpayer, and beosuse such a course would have been mn,
opponad to the eastablished policy of sweessive Boards of
Preasury. |

In the present application thers is nothing mew
%o support tho propossl, dut thers is one importamt
argumont agelnst it, That the former refussl was wholly
Justified will sppear from the following amalysls.

Pirst oomes & history of the circumstances under

. which the British Acsdeny osme into beling: (Seotioms 1,

2 and 3); thie sorves to shew that iils -l:olixis Govern-
ment have dons everythlng that could be expoated (some
people think a pood desl more) to extend _Mg to

- the “““’o

‘ Beation 4 contains the uttierly misleading
statensat that the membors are "eleoted”. 4 body of
"4igtingulehod soholsrs” should not mesd te be reainded
that the word to deseribe the process by which selfe
nominated persons teke to themselves colleagues is _ao_i
"elootion" but "oooptation": there ls not an elested }
representative of any learned ‘body on thls ‘representativew |
800 Lety. . |

Seotion P reminds Thelr lordskips that "the



Assdeny has no resourges exeept those dorived from the
. entramoe fees and subsoriptions of its menbera": the
gsne s trme of Shau loarned Sooletles (whose mushere
the icadeny finds "emdarraseing ') who for years have
been doinz ploneer work in the flelde of study row
errogated to themsolves by the Academy: but wWhoross
those Booleties have iuu their oun way, the Acadeumy,
(despising Boocleties open to ell who are willing to
make pecunlery sacrificees Iin the osuse of 105:::1::5) gone
to ask for momey to ensble them to perfora the "exceed-
ingly #1fficult and dellicate task" of offering advice
to those who do mot invite it - inoluding His mjesty's
mvorni-at. -
| What then ere tho grownds on whioh this
support is asked? _
segtions 7 | W sre told that the Academy differs from all
- other Socleties in that It alons can ~ '
| I. Represent certsln branches of learaing in
relatlon t0 =« |
{a) MIsn Comtries.
(b) Public bodies nnd private individuala,
(o) His Mmjesty's Qovermnent, and
11, Promote, suide, dlrest and comtrol enterprise
in these braemches of lesrning. ‘

The answer is that on the first ground
finunolel suppors s not meeded: on the second 1t would
not be Justified and further timt it would be highly
I..Ol_lt“o ' |

L3

They have got their Cherter of Incorporation
and their vesolution of the Internat lonsl Assoclation
"recognising” them as "reprosentutive®. They dimolaim

| the



the mmhtht they want funds au' entertalning, _
80 they ought to be ent irely satiafied, and this fuﬂln
chany needs no Btate support,

neo more %nl-'flutun. a8 suoh, does not
ocst wney or need money; and 1t 1s no business of _'
ours. They are free to represent for what they are
worth - only blen entendu those who sre willing to be
represented by thom, with thope who are willing to
nkno'hdn then a8 representative « lmportant limitations
which not even Thelr Iordships could remve.

Eere we come to en Important consideratson;
Ingtead of-h;uulcu vapouring 'h!-dh does n0t oongern ug,
we have a definite, ond it ie subaitted, wholly
inadnlsalble proposal.

Omdely £t 1o himy the British Academy
propose to step In detween the Treasary amd the twe
Departaent of Government and sundry Gomalssions ooneernsd
with the subjeots in mn they are Intercated, m tc
dlotate the manmer ia whiek monies voted by hr:l.h-nt
for these sudjeots are spemt,

The Acadeny comes to the Yreasury and m:
"fou are not in o position to Judse of the merits of
saterprises ia the fleld of learning and research; we
&re experts and are willlag to offer you advice, and
you will doubtless recognise tho sdvantages of the
offor by raying us o substentisl subsidy; to shew
you how valmble our guldance wuld be we my remark

that



that your two great edwational Departments (the Britieh
imseuns snd the !nbila Regord Office) are reprosonted on
our digtingished body”. |
franalating this proposal intc the eancrete, it
means that the advioce (e.g.) of the Director and Principal
_ Librarfsn of the British Mseuwa, a8 euch, ie useless;
that the advice of the same individual as & Fellow of the
British Acadeny is invalusble - for of eourse the “eollsetive
wisdon" of thls heterogonsous mass of experts is on
any definite guestion merely the !.nﬂldnd wisdom of
esch expert, and thelr famuue “go-ordination” and “eolleatlve
nprumtaﬂon" is merely a "faoon de parler",
'Roprumtaﬁon in rilatl.o‘.a to Bli wuty'i
Governuent™ them means that Subheads 0 of the Public Reocord
Offloe Vote (Oslemisrs and Elstoricel documents) and of
the British '‘mseunm Vote (!nrohanuhu_ﬂ qu_lu'uonu -
Grant ln Ald) ie %o ba.o:unin«l in future mot by Their
lordships but by an irresponsible body of gemtlemen, unused
to finanolsl vontrol, and, t0 judge by the specific

proposals which thes put forward, inadequately luformed
for the self-chosen tasai, '

111, Promtion of enterprise ste.

" But mot my dons the Acsdemy propose to trans-
fer to itself the sontrol and 4lgposition of sonles voted
for the promotion of "litteras hummlores™, 1t proposes
te lmorense the amount of sach expenditure to an extent
which to Judge by ite programse ie wildly extruvagant.

fhe chaotle progranse furnished by the Acadeny
~ has been arranged and olaseified below: an exuninst ion of
it in comperison with (s) what is belng done by private
entorprice end (b) what ie being done by Government will
Mﬂt'nmtmuumm "direeting mney
‘Lato proper channels and prevest ing or ‘ehoaiing umwise
q-lltuo' "cmlmhc of work .ll waste d onorgy



and nopey©.

THE PR §

the publisation of aritlesl editions of pleces
of carly Celtlic literature (No.23)« In what way is the
Assdeny in a better position to promote such s work sand
"represent oolleetively" Oaltie soholarship than the
(1) the "Homoursble Soelety of Cymarodorion®, whick has
a 1ib-ary and produces publleations (Oymmrodor) and
transactions: (8) the "Irish Toxts Scolety whish hes
eiited c_clua ¥33 In the Franolscan ibnastery at Dublin,
(3) the "Soolety for the preservation of the Irish language”
or (4) the "Irish Archaeclogloal and Celtic Soolety™
which exiete to print the Llstorie literature of Ireland.
These efforts ars supplemented by the follewing work done
by the States- | |

(1} It has eppolnted & Comsisslon to publish the
Brohon lawe, and in spite of the faot that throughout ite
lahoure (mow eomplete) It was umable to rely om the
guldance of sn Acadeny the result has ealled forth a
ohorus of pralse from al)l furope. ;

(8) Frovision is made yearly in the Eatimstoes
(0lass VII, Vote 1 Yemporary Comlasions) Subhead Ae3)
for A deseriptive catalogae of Welsh MB3.

(3) Among the publisations of the Irish Reoord
unu (Class 11. Vote 37) ave - in addition to illuge-
4rations of non-oeltlc Irish History (o) the mlm Lawe
and Institutes of Ireland Semoime ior. (b) the smnals of
Vister and (o) Pacsimilies of Nationsl imnuseripte of
h'dnl while (i) the full tm and tunhuu of every
dooumont ln the Irieh m found among ﬁo Publie
Regords has been ;nmu by the nnw Keoper cm
IXIX m,o
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Class VII
Yote 1
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t4) Por many years past Farlisment has made

enmually & grant £1,600 in ald of the Royel Irish
Acsdemy inolud ing £400 epecifically for research inte
and publication of Celtio MEB., (Heotimates Clase IV
Vote 6 - Selentific Investigation Subhesd I), end |
latterly, suspeeting thst Itlu ‘Royal Irish icademy does
not expend thie sum $0 the beat edvantoge Their Lord-.
shipe are considering the desirablility of diverting
£100 of the grant towsrde Dr, Kune Meyer's periodical,
the organ of tho mew School of Celtic studles in Dablinm,

!hahnrituh Acsdeny "would of couree seek
the advice and u-mmtﬁ of the Roysal Irieh icoleny
in thie work"™ « yet this ie precisely the body which,
in the worde of the Chief Seoretary for Irelani, has
given "great ani legitimete complaint sgainst the manner
{a which they sdminister their gremt™ monaged by &
person whe "is not a persons grata teo othér eeltic
scholors" (goden Segte) end "whose exoellence as en
expert” has been quest loned. -

~ Was i% anxiety to "prevent overlapping and

amnﬁnﬁ waste of money and energy” mok sugpested
the (Item Ho.20) Catalogue of MBS in nm-mblu
1ibraries - One of the obhjecte fer whick the lluoruu
¥SS Oommission existe? A "more uyu ;nn!.utum of
historicel material such es that brought to light by"
that Commiesion (item 14) would be obtained by
lunuug the Vote tn' that uﬂlu, Appurently the
uvm oﬂcul is thet the provision shall be lnamuu -
mmmm:munummm. |

The "Publicstion of documente illustreting the

| nmm- oz erest Britain u Imu' (nie) 16601687

(Item 15)



and

(Mesers, Biiss
Tweml

ow)

(Item 15) is not the business of the icademy but of the
Master of the Holiej the work ie being done "in sections
1lluetrat ing perticular pericde”. Apporently the
Academy wants to have 1t sll dome at once and by their
nominees instesd of the responeible officlzls appoinged
m pald for the purpose .

Item 18 - "(English mm- in nm)' suggoete
the doubt whether the British Acsdeny 18 really sware
that. 6t the expense of the State two Scholars have been
at work for yours at the Vatlcan irehives and Shat the
resulte (still in progress) visz: “Calemdars of entriee
in the FPepal Registers relsting to Great Britain am
Ireland® and "Celenders of Pet it lons to the Pope" are
now scceseible to {and aburdantly used hj) historical
scholars, -

20 subsidise the Acadeny for "promot ing" work
like this e to aon.fcu that the sums provided by ue
are inedequate or that our Officers are inefficient;
ulth-r conelusion ean be accopted, The same remarks

_apply %o item 28 (Yesr Books),

It was unfortunate that the Academy should have
ment loned the model upon which the projected nanm of
the Britiech Bmpire (item 1?) is to be bullt; the work
Planned by K., Lavisse 1la hl.n. onrried out by private
enterprise mnm State aid or guldemce, and we mey
safely lesve the ilbuomﬂuu of "Britieh" literature

and history ('ltm 19 and 22) and the other works

suggested to eompetent individuals or seoietles.

It womld ummunswtnm
m in detall} lnvunn projects are cu-mm'
value even from the nw«mnnm. none,
it nmma. mﬂ.ﬂmﬁhﬁ“hhﬂh
that the State m m,



_ Apart from the provisions meie by rarlisment

Lor omonragixg the branches of learning in qmatién in
the Votee for the British Museum, the Record Offiees of
England Sootlamd and Irelend, Solentific Invest {gations
and Temporary Commiseions, a vast ‘emount, of work is being
done by competent scholsrs privately of with the
‘finanoiel eupport of particulsar sucleties in the domains
of (1) History end Arehasology {(2) Philelogy. (5)
FPhilosophy. (&) Jurisprudence ani (5) Boonomios. The
following namee of self-supporting societies are a
sufficient guarentee of the strength of private autorpﬂu Y
The Roja]. Historical, Scottish liistoricsl, Beldon, Surtees,
Bavy Records, Parich Recorde and Historical Recomds,
Archaeologloal, Bocieties (there is one of the 3 last
nemed for mearly every sounty in England) Ghetham,
Wyoliffe, Barly English Texts., Chaucer, Harlelan,
Ballad, Spalding, Roxburgh, Henry Bradshaw, Soclety for
' Northern Research, aristotelian, Royal Stetisticel, Pall
Pext, Royal Asiatioc Socletles eto, eta, obcs 0tce

Hearly all of those sosieties have refrained
from ssking for support; when riqmntn’ have been made
they have dnveriably been refused, A grant to the
British scsdeny would be en injustice to these piomeer
workers; there is no evidence thet the money would be
well spent but on the econt¥ary s strong presumption that
1% would not, and if wore momey than is given at
present were mlh‘hh tn? the objecte in view, the proper
way to spond it would be N incresse the Votes elresdy
unier Preasury cﬂlﬂg '

n h hhitlll thi thl lﬂtlt Acadeny has
no case; m W u i ' |
and even this char 'J




State support would invite the further
oreation of anpplmn'tnry-lodcuiu unt 11 the Prench
Institute - the model whioh they have token - were '
roprudnut.
' The ocase ot the Royal Sooiety is not really
analogous, for the ohjutl whioch sclence has in view
are practical and, though the question of the ooqnnun'
intrineioc value of eclentifie and iiterary studiss of
courge can never be profitably discuesed, practical
enterprises have unquestionsbly a superior olaim to
eupport from natiomsl funie, | |
The relation between the ioadeny end the Premch -
Inet {tute was &1ipcussed in ny memorandum on 6“!/00; ¢
have not thought it worth while %o pursue the new
oompariscn now suggested - that with the Beriin Acadeny,
but from the Preasury poimt of view there ia nothing
to be added to the statement of polioy mede in Mr. Heath's
memoranium of 9th March last filed in that paper.
(8gde) 8¢ irmitage-Smith
22,1404,



8ir G, Muorvey.

I submit & useful memorandum on this subject
by Mre Armitege-Smith,’ |

I 40 not think the Acadeny have touched in any

way the arguments on which we refused the original
epplicet ion (memorandum in 6243,) FA

There are two important points in the present
memorial - b

(1) The iosdeny proposes to take mr and be
responsible for & good deal of work now dome by Governmenmt
Dopartmente and by independent Socleties (without being
invited 0 do s0 by the Governmemt or those Seoleties) -
with the definite aim of ocqponlns Government to spemd
more momey on euch work, This ohoula of iteelf mke us
very cauticue in encouraging them in sny way. '

(2) They studicusly ignore the faot that the subjects
they deal with sre (unlike the Scienses which are the
sphere of the Royal Soolety) mot subjects on which people
in genersl in this oountry will aceept the suthority of
euch & body, The very genius of the people of these
Islands is opposed to any such ides. The pmiii of
Gnmnq (I!an subordination to authority ie as marked a
ohmtcrlnm a8 the opposite - in matters of taste and
oulture - is thie ooutry) u ontirely unnuuno.

4 more extraordinary plece of eself-lsudation
w‘u‘vuriul body than the dooument before us would be
dificult to fim, They say theyougitto be consulted by
Government and by bmvbm elee who wante his literary
ete, work guided; Shey cmt it woous nm mn :
évidanco thet there Ls in faok wm ur m dvices
The hope e thab sdvige m bo sought various

 w_—_— t-cmu in m oy |




eprly to the Acadeny as such.
(Intd.) 2e L. H,
23/1,



COFY,

First 1.0Xé

Bee with in.

Mre Cavendisgh,
Chancellor of Exchequer, {agde) J-iafzﬁcjﬂ

The Britich .cedery haviag first oreated iteelf
uthdut ru'ueh mppors .. and with & good deal of imﬂrom‘.
ndfing from the ¢utside pubu.a -~ and hw!.ns then got
fteslf incorporated hy Charter, ie very esensitive about
lta oun dignity. |

1t 18 therefore rather aiffioult to give a -
serious angwer ta thta applioation without inourring the
charge of "Ilippanoy"™ which Lord Reay complains of in
connaotion with the treatment of his attempt at the

beglnning of last year,

?he primery object of the scademy was to oreate

~ for international purposes, s body representing "Historical

Philssophical amd Philologioal studles” in this country.
Ite representative character from this point of view has
been sdequately recognised by the grant of & Charter, aml

I think it might very well be content with this omntu

"'1f not very ueeful - fuuuon.

_ ~ But {s now desires to "promote and anut:e
seientifio enterprive”™ in connection with these bn_éehoa of
study; anmd 1t sets out & long and very al.ucunmuﬁl
catalogue of work for whioh ltl "initiation and 00~
operation is required”. .

4 great part of the proposed field of nﬂd ie
ulrudy oovered by existing sgencies - public ntpqt
Learned Sogletles and otlun. end & good deal of mm

money, in one forn or another, 18 being epent on it. u

regarde the rest, mauam-unmlmq‘

‘oupport (e.g. an "encyeloposdie Distionsry of mnﬂ-

"Greek Thessurug" n-mami;_;f
ont i oxy wam 1 mmﬁh
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to spend any public money upon it.

The proper answer to the acsdemy ie that before
they oan appenl to the taxpayors for grante for sush
pﬁrpcsu se theso, they must "#in thelr pursd® - prove
thelr saprcity for work of this kind, smi get samo genersl
resognition from the public of the suthority which they
slaim, | |

A8 however, shw might not like this, I have
thmt it httor $0 &rafé a very short anmwer on generel
grounde, - 'K .

| I hed &b firet thought of GZforing them houses
room or en allowernce to eever rent, end I asked the Works
mthor they ciud ensist in thie way. I am $old lhowever,
that the nmmber of Soeiebles applylng Lfor thie wscommodes
tion is elweye imeressing - (meuy of thew with much
better claims than the sritish icsdeny] - snd $hat the
precedent would probably get us iato 4iLficuliye |
(Intde) Gellels |
10e2s04e
© 1agree. I think the Piret Lord ought to ses
the papers, - ‘
| (Indd, )
12e2ede |

I entirely aemsure If the Piret Lord is

interested he should resd lr. A!lnta-hith'u uuluﬂn

of the Mow*- canes

‘wt) Aol o
18¢8ede





