
































determined by socio-economic class), shape the ways and means through which individuals can 
respond to challenges in the context of a public health crisis. The study will follow participants 

over a year, thus examining the long-term consequences of the pandemic and the potentially 

changing reactions of families to public health measures. The project is part of an international 

network of projects, in ten different countries, led by us, all using the same methods and 
addressing the same questions. 

Wahl-Jorgensen, Professor Karin COV19\201302 

Professor, Cardiff University, Cardiff School of Journalism, Media and Culture 

The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on community journalism start-ups in the UK 

Grant awarded: £9932. 9S 

Abstract: 
This project will investigate the experience of community journalism start-ups in the UK during 

the Covid-19 pandemic, through 30 in-depth interviews and a survey of 100 practitioners. 

Community journalism start-ups - small, independently owned publications that focus on 

locally relevant news - are sometimes viewed as a solution to the crisis in local news provision. 
Their role is particularly vital in the current pandemic, where local knowledge is more crucial 

than ever. Yet they are highly precarious and under significant financial threat due to the 

pandemic's economic fallout. There is little research on these organisations, and none on their 

fate in the context of the pandemic. The proposed project will shed light on how the pandemic 
has changed the financial situation, ways of working and community relationships of these 

crucial news providers. The project will generate new scholarly knowledge and contribute to 

urgent ongoing industry and policy debates. 

Waller, Dr Alison COV19\200794 

Reader, Children's Literature, The University of Roehampton, English & Creative Writing 

Reading for Normal: Young People and Fiction in the Time ofCovid-19 
Grant awarded: £5120.92 

Abstract: 

For young people finding their way in the world, what it means to be normal and live an 
ordinary life are crucial concepts. But the Covid-19 pandemic has meant navigating a 'new 

normal' in which the very notion of ordinariness is destabilised. 'Reading for Normal' will work 

with young people to interrogate the 'connective tissue' of commonplace reality that currently 

feels out of reach. Recognising the value of literature for making sense of diverse experience, it 
will build a digital reading community to explore ideas of normality in recent young adult 

novels. The project will create an important record of young readers' responses to Covid-19 

through their engagement with textual portrayals of everyday British life, and develop a 

framework for how they might support each other at a distance through shared reading 
practices. Outputs will be a journal article and monograph chapter, and a framework and 

guidance paper for teachers. 

Weller, Professor Paul COV19\200323 

Professor, Coventry University, Centre for Trust, Peace and Social Relations 
The Organisational, Financial and Human Impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic on the Christian 

Faith-Based Organization Service Sector in Great Britain 

Grant awarded: £ 9624. 07

Abstract: 

Faith-Based initiatives historically provided foundational pillars for the development of the 

welfare and service sectors in Britain. Of the c.15,000 Faith-Based Organizations (FBOs) that 

today provide significant scaffolding for contemporary social welfare needs (National Council 

for Voluntary Services UK Civil Society Alamanac, 2019) a substantial number are Christian. 

Britain has one of the highest rates globally of COVID-19 infection and excess mortality, and 

because of the extra demands on Non-Governmental welfare support services to buttress this 

distressed landscape, it is critically important better to understand the organisational health 

and durability of FBOs. This exploratory pilot study focuses on geo-mapping Christian FBOs in 






